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KAUSUITUK is more than just an Eskimo name for 
Canada's great northland. It is a description of a 
country which they feel is the most beautiful in the 
world, and an expression of deep affection for the 
land in which they live. 


During much of the Arctic summer, the sun shines 
almost all night long. In winter, on the other hand, 
darkness covers the land. It is because of the long 
hours of summer daylight and winter darkness that 
Canada's Arctic people call the north KAUSUITUK - THE 
LAND OF NO TOMORROWS. 


This booklet is designed to outline the variety 
of vacation opportunities offered visitors to Kausui- 
tuk, Canada's Northwest Territories. 


Issued under the authority of the 
Honourable Walter Dinsdale, P.C., M.P., Minister of 
Northern Affairs and National Resources 


x. recent years a growing number of travellers have 
discovered, in Canada's Northwest Territories, an excit- 
ing new country for vacation adventure. This vast un- 
touched land of giant lakes, swift rivers, forest and 
tundra reaches across the far northern face of Canada 
covering more than 1,300,000 square miles of some of the 
most awe-inspiring scenery in the world. The whole re- 
gion is a fishermen's paradise, with literally thousands 
of fish-filled lakes and rivers at their beck and call. 
Sightseer and photographer, too, find an exciting new 
and almost unknown world to explore. 


TF... Mackenzie Highway System has brought automobile 
travel to the fringe of this new vacation land, and 
modern air services have placed the whole north within 
easy reach. The Territories offer delightful months of 
Sunny, Summer vacation weather. 


T.,. summer season in the Northwest Territories 
usually lasts from late June to mid-September, with the 
best time of year for fishing and sightseeing extending 
from the last week of July through the month of August. 
Sunshine almost 24 hours long is a unique Arctic feature 
found in few other vacation spots in the world. On the 
longest day the sun dips below the horizon for an hour 
or so, and the spectacular colour offers photographers 
plenty of opportunity for superb pictures, Freeze-up 
generally begins in October and the whole country is ice- 
bound until break-up in mid-June. Spring or fall, as 
such, are unknown in the Northwest Territories. 


ff. you are bent on seeing some of the native 
people, you will find that most of the Eskimos live 
in the eastern part of the Territories, mainly along 
the coasts of Hudson Bay, Baffin Island and on the 
Arctic Islands. Indians are native to most other re- 
gions. Two very interesting publications dealing 
with the Canadian North are available from the Queen's 
Printer, Ottawa, Canada; "This is the Arctic" - 35¢ 
per copy, and "People of the Northwest Territories" - 
15¢ per copy. 


TRANSPORTATION 
BY CAB 


The Mackenzie Highway System serves the Great Slave 
Lake area and is the only road link between the Northwest 
Territories and southern Canada. 


The Mackenzie Highway itself starts at Grimshaw, 321 
miles north of Edmonton, Alberta and extends 443 miles to 
Fort Providence on the Mackenzie River, first as Alberta 
Highway #35 and then as N.W.T. Highway #1. The Hay River 
Highway, N.W.T. #2, runs 29 miles from a junction with 
the Mackenzie at Enterprise, to the town of Hay River on 
the south shore of Great Slave Lake. The Great Slave 
Highway, N.W.T. #3, continues on from the end of the 
Mackenzie at Fort Providence for 194 miles to Yellowknife 
on the north shore of the lake. All highways in the sys- 
tem are all-weather gravel-surfaced roads. 


Highways of the Mackenzie System run mainly through 
gently rolling, heavily forested country. Most of the 
System is built through the northern extension of the 
Great Central Plain. The Great Slave Highway penetrates 
the rocky, lake and river studded Precambrian Shield. 


One of the most beautiful sights on the Highway Sys- 
tem is Alexandra Falls about 350 miles north of Grimshaw. 
At this point the Hay River plunges 109 feet into a gorge. 
Louise Falls, about two and a half miles farther down- 
stream is forty-six feet high. Although it is not visible 
from the highway it can be reached by a short walk. 


Complete services for travellers are available at 
major centres such as Hay River and Yellowknife. Basic 
services such as accommodation, restaurants and service 
stations are available at smaller centres. However, due 
to the limited tourist traffic in the past, these services 
are not as highly developed as those along more heavily 
travelled highways in southern Canada. Expansion and im- 
provement of facilities for travellers may be expected in 
coming years as a result of the recent extension of the 
Highway System to Yellowknife, and heavier highway traffic. 


For the traveller who prefers to provide his own 
accommodation, several campsites are being developed along 
the Highway System. There are also many undeveloped sites 


where travellers may park off the road and camp for the 
night. 


A booklet which provides more detailed information on 
services, facilities and attractions along the Mackenzie 
Highway System is available from the Canadian Government 
Travel Bureau, Ottawa, Canada. 


BY BUS 


Bus service to settlements along the Mackenzie High- 
way System is available through Canadian Coachways which 
operates between Edmonton and Yellowknife three times a 
week. Their address is 10805 120th Street, Edmonton, 
Alberta. The buses generally take 30 hours to complete 
the trip one way. 


BY PLANE 


Scheduled air service to towns and settlements in 
the Northwest Territories is provided by four airlines, 
The routes are indicated on the outline map in this 
booklet. 


Service to Frobisher Bay in the Eastern Arctic is 
provided by Maritime Central Airways Ltd., (Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island), out of points in the Maritime Pro- 
vinces and Newfoundland. Frobisher Bay is also served by 
Nordair Ltd., (Dorval Airport, Montreal, P.Q.), out of 
Montreal. 


Service to settlements along the west coast of Hudson 
Bay including Eskimo Point, Rankin Inlet, Baker Lake and 
Coral Harbour is provided by TransAir Ltd., (P.O. Box 5, 
St. James, Manitoba), out of Winnipeg and Churchill. 


Settlements in the Mackenzie District including Fort 
Smith, Hay River, Yellowknife, Coppermine, Cambridge Bay, 
Fort Simpson, Norman Wells, Fort McPherson, Rocher River, 
Bathurst Inlet, Port Radium, Providence, Wrigley, Fort 
Norman, Fort Good Hope, Arctic Red River, Aklavik and 
Inuvik are served out of Edmonton by Pacific Western Air- 
lines, (Vancouver Airport, Vancouver, B.C.). 


The majority of scheduled routes are served by two 
or four-engined aircraft such as the DC-3, C-46, and DC-4. 
Complete information on schedules and fares may be obtain- 
ed by writing to the airlines. 


Air charter operators are based at a number of loca- 
tions in the Territories including Aklavik, Inuvik, Cam- 
bridge Bay, Fort Smith, Hay River, Norman Wells, and 
Yellowknife. A number of charter operators serve the 
Territories from outside bases. A complete list may be 
obtained from the Northwest Territories Tourist Office. 


BY BOAT 


At present, there is only one passenger boat service 
operating to the Northwest Territories. The Hudson's Bay 
Company Supply ship "The Rupertsland" once each year 
visits Eskimo settlements in northern Quebec and in the 
Northwest Territories, bringing in supplies to communities 
along Hudson Strait, Baffin Island and on the east and 
west coasts of Hudson Bay. Each year a few passengers 
take advantage of the limited cabin space on the ship to 
visit these remote Eskimo settlements, getting a first- 
hand view of Eskimo life, collecting Eskimo carvings and 
other handicrafts, and making a photographic record of 
settlements seen by only a few casual visitors. Details 
regarding transportation, accommodation, and costs can be 
obtained by writing to Mr. W.E. Brown, Transport Manager, 
Hudson's Bay Company, Hudson's Bay House, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada, 


BY CANOE 


There are also many opportunities for canoe trips, 
especially in the western part of the Territories. The 
Northwest Territories Tourist Office can supply recom- 
mended routes, outlines, sketch maps and other information 
for the following canoe trips: Fort McMurray to Fort 
Smith, Fort Smith to Hay River, Hay River to Fort Simpson, 
Fort Simpson to Aklavik, Fort Liard to Fort Simpson, Fort — 
Liard to Nahanni Valley, Fort Smith to Fort Reliance and 
Fort Smith to Yellowknife. 


Alexandra Falls on the Hay River can 
be viewed from the Mackenzie Highway 


The historic "Wildcat Cafe" in the "Old Town" of Yellowknife 
contrasts with modern commercial buildings in the new town 
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TOWNS AND SETTLEMENTS 


YELLOWKNIFE 


The largest settlement on Great Slave Lake is Yellow- 
knife, located about 700 miles north of Edmonton and 254 
miles south of the Arctic Circle. Its elevation is 484 
feet and it has a population of about 3,500. Its main 
industries are mining, fishing, prospecting and trapping. 
There are three gold producing mines near Yellowknife. 


Roads in the Yellowknife district extend to the Giant 
Yellowknife Gold Mine and the Consolidated Mining and 
Smelting Gold Mine. They also connect with the local air- 
port and with the newly constructed portion of the Macken- 
Zie Highway. 


Visitors will find two good hotels in Yellowknife as 
well as a tourist cabin development. Modern services and 
conveniences include restaurants, liquor stores, electric 
power, water, sewage disposal, bus lines, taxis, airport, 
retail stores of all kinds, a modern hospital, a theatre, 
a radio station, a weekly newspaper, and branches of such 
organizations as the Canadian Legion, Kinsmen, Masons, and 
Elks. Church services are held each Sunday at Bethel Mis- 
Sion, the Baptist Mission, the Roman Catholic Mission, the 
Anglican Church and the United Church, 


Yellowknife has a golf course where you may play 
night and day during the summer. There is a good beach 
for youngsters and grown-ups alike, with a life guard and 
Swimming instructor in attendance. Tennis, badminton and 
baseball are played out-of-doors in season, and skating, 
hockey and curling are popular winter sports. 


HAY RIVER 


Hay River, on the south shore of Great Slave Lake, 
has modern facilities and services including a good hotel 
and other accommodation, cafes, a post office, a modern 
hospital, telegraph service and garage facilities. The 
town also has a hardware store, theatre, liquor store, 
bank and a number of general merchants. You can swim at 
good public beaches, and boats may be rented for lake or 
river travel. Two taxis operate in the town. Church 
services are held for Anglican, Roman Catholic, Pente- 
costal, and United Church denominations. 


An aerial view of Yellowknife 


A northern gold mine 


FORT SMITH - woop BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK 


Fort Smith, on the Slave River about 100 miles south 
of Great Slave Lake near the northern Alberta boundary is 
the administrative centre for the Mackenzie District. 
There is a good hotel in the town with a cocktail lounge. 
Travellers find Fort Smith and excellent starting point 
for trips into Wood Buffalo National Park where the lar- 
gest herd of wild buffalo in North America is located. 
Permission to travel in the area should be obtained from 
park headquarters at Fort Smith where visitors may arrange 
proper outfits for travel in the park. Cars, trucks, boats 
and outboard motors can also be rented in the town. 


INUVIK 


During the past three years this model Arctic town 
and the regional administrative centre for the Western 
Arctic has been developed in the delta area of the Mac-— 
kenzie River Valley. It is a colorful town with gaily 
painted buildings, and it incorporates new concepts in 
architecture and municipal services including above-ground 
utilidors for water and sewer service. The population of 
Inuvik is now in the neighbourhood of 1,400 and the com- 
munity includes a hotel with cocktail lounge, three stores, 
two restaurants, a bank, laundry, garage, hospital, bakery, 
two taxi services, three charter air services, and a Fed- 
eral day school which serves the Western Arctic. 


Inuvik is the base for trips to the historic settle- 
ments of Aklavik and Tuktoyaktuk, and for boat trips 
through the delta channels to the Arctic Ocean. Of in- 
terest to tourists are the annual reindeer round-up and 
the whaling operations which take place in the Inuvik 
area. There is also excellent angling for lake trout and 
Arctic eray ling’, 


FROBISHER BAY 


The only large and rapidly growing community in the 
eastern part of the Northwest Territories is Frobisher 
Bay, the centre of government administration for the 
Eastern Arctic and a major air defence base and refuelling 
stop for international airlines. At Frobisher there is a 
large strategic air command base, the largest air field in 
the Eastern Arctic, wireless and telephone communications 
with the rest of Canada and the United States. The commer-— 
cial community includes two banks, two department-type 
stores, a laundry, a hotel, a restaurant and an Eskimo 
Crafts store. Out of a total populations of approximately 
1,200, about 800 of the residents are Eskimos. 


ANGLING 


Fishing almost everywhere in the Northwest Territo- 
ries is a superb sport. Thousands of lakes and streams 
are alive with hungry Arctic char, northern pike, pickerel, 
Arctic grayling and lake trout. Some of the best known 
locations include Gun Barrel Inlet on Great Bear Lake, 
Taltheilei Narrows on Great Slave Lake, and the source of 
the Lockhart River at Artillery Lake. Great northern pike 
are in abundance in most waters, and sometimes reach 35 
pounds. Grayling are usually found in swift running 
streams and have been known to appear in the Arctic Ocean 
at the mouths of the rivers. Lake trout abound in almost 
every known body of water from Great Slave Lake north and 
sometimes weigh fifty pounds or more. The famed Arctic 
char, which challenge the skill of the most experienced 
sportsmen, are caught mainly at the mouths of rivers emp— 
tying into Arctic waters. 


To find the best fishing spots and to avoid the 
natural hazards of a fishing trip in unfamiliar country, 
it is advisable to use the services of a local guide or 
outfitter. Arrangements for guides who are experienced 
bushmen may be made locally. The cost of non-resident 
angling licences is $2.00. 


The main tourist centre in the Mackenzie District is 
the Great Slave Lake area. There are several good fishing 
camps on the lake, and, because of their popularity, reser- 
vations should be made well in advance. The facilities 
range from tent camps to large, comfortable, rustic ledges. 
Sportsmen who wish to look after their own accommodation 
can stay at hotels in Hay River, Yellowknife or Fort Smith, 
or camp out. Boats and gear can be rented at any of the 
major centres on the lake, 


Latest information on angling seasons, regulations 
etc., and on accommodation may be obtained by writing to 
the Northwest Territories Tourist Office, Kent-Albert 
Building, Ottawa, Canada. 


HUN TING 


Hunting in the Northwest Territories by non-residents 
is generally restricted to upland game birds and migratory 
waterfowl. However, in addition to seal hunting, the 
Territories offer one other unique hunting experience -- 
the only wild buffalo hunt in North America. These hunts 
were inaugurated in 1959 in an area north of Fort Smith 
near Wood Buffalo National Park. Sportsmen have been 
attracted from all parts of the continent to ride the 
northern prairies and to stalk their brushy edges for a 
trophy bull. Information on buffalo hunt regulations and 
on local conditions can be obtained by writing to the 
Northwest Territories Tourist Office, Kent-Albert Building, 
Ottawa, Canada, 


Hastern A\rctic 


Two outfitting camps have been established in the 
Eastern Arctic in the southern part of Baffin Island, 
one near Cape Dorset and the other in the vicinity of 
Frobisher Bay. Both camps feature Eskimo guides and 
offer exciting experiences angling for Arctic char and 
hunting for seal. The latter has proved to be an excit- 
ing sport and has drawn a great deal of enthusiastic 
comment from the hunters. Full services, including 
guides, boats, motors, food and accommodation are offered 
by both camps. Air transportation to the camps can be 
arranged from various centres in Ontario and Quebec. 


The best season for char fishing is from mid-July 
to mid-August on Baffin Island, while the seal hunting 
season runs from July 15 to September 15. Special ar- 
rangements can also be made for a spring seal hunt by 
dog team. 


Visitors to the Eastern Arctic will have an oppor- 
tunity to shop for Eskimo carvings and crafts, particu- 
larly at Cape Dorset which is reputed to be one of the 
outstanding art and crafts centres in the Canadian North. 
The Eskimo stone and sealskin prints which recently won 
international acclaim are produced at Cape Dorset, which 
also boasts Canada's only Eskimo co-operative hunting 
and fishing lodge. 
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For additional copies of this publication 
or for more detailed information on vaca- 
tions in the Northwest Territories, 

write to; 


Northwest Territories Tourist Office, 
Kent-Albert Building, 
Ottawa, Canada. 
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